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Andante molto sostenuto (1866-1929)
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Bror Beckman

Bror Beckman (1866-1929) ir en i raden av personer som utfort en mangsidig insats

i svenskt musikliv, dir kompositionsarbete utgjort en del. Bror Beckman hade en
framgangsrik karridr som administrator i musiklivets mitt, men hann déirutéver skriva
musik. Hans tonsprak ar lyriskt och formsikert, inte de stora gesternas nationalroman-
tik som priglar musiken hos flera av hans samtida kolleger.

Bror Beckman fick en uppvixt i musikens tecken. Fadern var militir musikanforare,
musiklirare och tonsittare, farfadern prist och hymnolog. Starten pa hans egen bana
i musiken innebar arbete i Julius Bagges musikhandel, parallellt med studier i kon-
trapunkt och komposition fo6r Johan Lindegren 1885-90. Under en tid var han bade
tjansteman pd ett forsikringsbolag och lirare i harmonilira vid Sigrid Carlheim-Gyllen-
skolds musikinstitut. Tack vare ett tonsittarstipendium kunde han vistas i Berlin for for-
djupade musikstudier 1894. Under en foljd av ar gav han privatlektioner i musikdmnen.

1909 blev han kamrer vid Kungl. Musikaliska akademien, for att aret dérefter
utndmnas till Musikkonservatoriets direktor, en post som han hade till sin bortging.

I den rollen gjorde han bestaende insatser: inférde bland annat en dirigentklass och
undervisning i Jaques-Dalcroze-metoden.

Bror Beckmans komponerande kom inte ovintat pa undantag, nir hans adminis-
trativa talanger alltmer togs i ansprak. Men detta var 4 andra sidan fore den reglerade
upphovsrittens tid, da praktiske taget ingen kunde f6rsorja sig enbart som tonsittare.
Merparten av Beckmans musikaliska verk stammar dirfor fran yngre ar.

I hans oeuvre idr verk i storre former ovanliga: en symfoni (F-dur, 1895, uruppford
1902), den symfoniska dikten Om lyckan (utgiven av Musikaliska konstféreningen
1904) samt Flodsinger och Gambla gastar for rost och orkester (bada 1897). Kammar-
musik, i forsta hand pianostycken, och sianger for rost och piano dominerar hans inda
relativt omfattande produktion. Mest spelade verket 4r en violinsonat (1891, utgiven av
Musikaliska konstféreningen 1893).

En speciell ingrediens dr hans minga kompositioner for orgelharmonium, ett instru-
ment som intresserade Beckman sd mycket att han ocksa skrev en introducerande bok

(1907).

© Gunnar Ternhag, Levande Musikarv

Om lyckan

Om lyckan ir ett ensatsigt orkesterverk i fri form. Man kan tinka sig en litterdr inspi-
rationskilla, men ndgon sddan har inte angetts av tonsittaren. Tillkomsthistorien ir
oklar, men Beckman har antagligen borjat arbeta pa verket redan under sin studietid
pa 1890-talet. En version for tva pianon 4r daterad 1898; orkesterversionen forelag
troligen 1902.

Beckman arbetar med tva kontrasterande melodiska huvudmotiv, som under ver-
kets ging modifieras och bearbetas rytmiskt, harmoniskt och kontrapunktiskt. Motiv
A borjar med ett karaktiristiske stigande oktavspring som f6ljs av en stegvis fallande,
lamentoso-liknande rérelse. Motiv B 4r en rytmiskt pregnant och energisk figuration i
2/4-takt.

I de forsta takterna presenteras motiv A som en oboe-kantilena; i t.13 trider fljten i
dialog med oboen och spinner diskursivt vidare. Det brutala B-motivet dyker forst upp
i t. 154 och presenteras dd unisono i klarinett, fagott och viola. I t. 186 introduceras ett
kort sidomotiv, som en forberedelse for A-motivets aterintride pa scenen nigra takter
senare.

Efter en cesur i t. 228 bereds mark for ett expressivt flojtsolo, och efter en gradvis
stegring av orkesterklangen dterkommer motiv A i t. 293. Efter en expressiv kulmen i t.
319-327 foljer sa en coda i 2/4, dir fagotten aterkommer med det dystra B-motivet.
Stycket demonstrerar Beckmans kontrapunktiska handlag, men instrumentationen
saknar inte heller raffinemang. Sirskilt den kinsliga behandlingen av harpan kan
framhallas.

Det ligger nira tillhands att tolka Om lyckan som ett forsok av Beckman att ge-



stalta sin egen livssituation som homosexuell i det oscarianska Sverige. Mojligen kan
ett studium av Beckmans omfattande och delvis mycket personliga korrespondens med
tonsittaren Carl Nielsen ge ytterligare upplysningar om detta.

© Anders Hammarlund, Levande Musikarv

Bror Beckman

Bror Beckman (1866-1929) belongs to a succession of manifold contributors to Swe-
dish music for whom composing was just one of several activities. He had a successful
administrative career at the centre of Swedish music, but still found time for compo-
sing. His tonal language is lyrical and comes with a confident grasp of form — not for
him the grandiloquent national romanticism which informs the work of several con-
temporaries.

Beckman had a musical upbringing. His father was a director of music, music teacher
and composer, his paternal grandfather a priest and hymnologist. The musical career
started in Julius Bagge’s music store, concurrently with counterpoint and composition
studies under Johan Lindegren (1885-90). At one point he combined an insurance
clerkship with teaching harmony at Sigrid Carlheim-Gyllenskiold’s Music Institute. A
composer fellowship in 1894 enabled him to pursue advanced music studies in Berlin.
For a number of years he gave private lessons in musical subjects.

In 1909 he became Treasurer to the Royal Swedish Academy of Music, and the fol-
lowing year he was made Director of the Royal Conservatory of Music, remaining so
until his death. He took a number of lasting initiatives in this capacity, such as introdu-
cing a conducting class and instruction in the Jacques Dalcroze method.

Not surprisingly, with progressively greater demands being made on his administrative
talents, Bror Beckman’s composing was relegated to the back burner. But on the other
hand, this being before the advent of statutory copyright, hardly anyone in those days
could make a living solely as a composer. Most of Beckman’s compositions, conse-
quently, date from early years.

Large-scale forms are few and far between in his compositions, but we do have a symp-
hony (F major, 1895, premiered in 1902), the symphonic poem Om lyckan (published
by the Swedish Art Music Society, 1904) and Flodsinger and Gambla gastar for voice
and orchestra (both 1897). Chamber music, primarily piano pieces, and songs for solo
singer and piano, dominate what is in fact a relatively copious output. His most-played
work is a violin sonata (1891, published in 1893 by the Swedish Art Music Society).
One curious element is his many compositions for the harmonium, an instrument he
was so taken with that he wrote an introductory book about it (1907).

© Gunnar Ternhag, Levande Musikarv.
Transl. Roger Tanner

Om lyckan

Om lyckan [About happiness] is a one movement orchestral work in free form. One
could imagine a literary source of inspiration, but none has been given by the compo-
ser. 'The origins of the work are unclear, but Beckman likely started work on it during
his time as a student in the 1890s. A version for two pianos is dated to 1898; the
orchestra version was likely completed in 1902.

Beckman works with two contrasting main melodic motives, which are modified
and reworked rhythmically, harmonically and contrapuntally as the work progres-
ses. Motive A starts with a characteristic ascending octave leap, which is followed by
a stepwise falling, lamentoso-like movement. Motive B is a rhythmically pregnant and
energetic figuration in 2/4 time.

In the first bars Motive A is presented as an oboe kantilena; in bar 13 the flute comes



into dialogue with the oboe and develops further discursively. The brutal B motive
shows up first in bar 154 and is presented in unison by the clarinet, bassoon and viola.
In bar 186 a short side motive is introduced, in preparation for the return of the A
motive a few bars later.

After a caesura in bar 228, the ground is prepared for an expressive flute solo, and
after a gradual increase in the orchestral sound Motive A returns in bar 293. After
an expressive culmination in bars 319-327 a coda follows in 2/4, where the bassoon
returns with the despairing B Motive.

The piece demonstrates Beckman’s contrapuntal mastery, but the instrumentation
does not lack in refinement either. In particular the sensitive treatment of the harp
exemplifies this.

It is not hard to interpret Om lyckan as an attempt to express Beckman’s own life
situation as a homosexual in King Oscar II's Sweden. A study of Beckman’s correspon-
dence with composer Carl Nielsen could further enlighten us on that topic.

© Anders Hammarlund, Levande Musikarv
Transl. Nicole Vickers



Kritisk kommentar

Killmaterial

Utgavan grundar sig pa partitur i autograf (Al).

Det exemplar som anvints som forlaga aterfinns hos Musik- och teaterbiblioteket i Stockholm.
Kompletteringar har himtats fran version for tva pianon i autograf (A2).

Kommentarer
Tempoangivelse, Andante molto sostenuto, och opustal, op. 70, tillagda enligt A2.

TAKT INSTR. ANM.

22-24 vl 11 tillagda cresc/decresc.pilaria m vl 1

26 cl tillagt p 1 a m tutti

26 vl 11 tillagd div. i a m vle och vc

30 ob, c ing tillagt p 1 a m Gvriga instr.

34 tillagt mf tuttiia m vl I

36, 38, 40,41 |fl, cl 1 A1, svagt synliga men tydligen suddade legatobagar
36-42 fl, cl tillagt dynamik i a m vl

49 arpa, vla, bassi |tillagt mfiam cl, vl 1I

51-52 cl, fg. archi tillagt p i a m c.ing, fl

58 tutti tuttimfiam vl [

61 vle legato tillagd i a m v II

71 fg, ottoni, timp |tillagt fia m vl t.69

76-78 arpa 1 A1, timp felaktigt noterat pa arpa-systemet, borttaget i utg.
79 ve slag 2-3, legato tillagd i a m vl, vle

82 tutti dim 1 vl I-1I, vle giller antagligen for tutti, jfr A2
83 fg 2, bassi antagligen p som cor, vl

90-91 legni tillagt p i a m cor, vl

105-107 tutti tillagt cresc, f, mfiamvl 1

148 Ve tillagt arco i a m archi

160 ottoni, vl 11 tillagt fia m 6vr. instr.

163 vl I-1T legatobage borttagen i a m t.165 samt jfr. A2
171 1 A2 star det Quasi grave pa 2:a slaget

184 vc cb tillagt p, 1 motsats till fit.186 samt jfr vl I t.185
209 vle vc cl/c borttagna, gar ej att spela i ackord

215 fiatti tillagt sfia m archi

253-255 archi dynamiska angiv. tillagdaiam vl 1

272-275 fl ob tillagt stacc, forts. som t.268-271

284-286 tutti tillagt cresc/fiamvl1

293 vl I[-11 tillagt cresc.pilia m vle, vc

301 cor 1-2 tillagt p i a m archi

308 cor 1 tillagt p i a m archi

333 vc solo tillagt arco

© Cristian Marina, Levande Musikarv





