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Bernhard Crusell

Att Bernhard Crusell (1775-1838) kommit att forknippas med klari-
netten ir ingenting att férvina sig 6ver. Han var en av sin tids frimsta
klarinettister och komponerade for instrumentet konsertanta verk som
fick utlindska forliggare. Dessutom var han en av de forsta foretridarna
for den svenska romanskonsten, och ett av hans mest populira verk var
sangspelet Den lilla slavinnan.

Crusell foddes i Nystad i Finland, som dé var en del av Sverige.
Uppvixten var fattig (fadern var bokbindare) och det oméjliggjorde
skolgang. Diremot lirde han sig spela klarinett hos en militirmusiker
vid Nylands regemente, och tolv ar gammal blev han volontdrmusiker
placerad péd Sveaborg utanfor Helsingfors. Banan som militdrmusiker
fortsatte vid flytten till Stockholm 1791, men tva ar senare blev han
klarinettist i Kungl. Hovkapellet — en plats han behéll anda till 1833.
Georg Joseph Vogler, som ledde Hovkapellet, gav honom undervisning
i komposition.

Tva utlandsvistelser blev viktiga for hans musikaliska utveckling pa
sitt instrument. 1798 fick han sin forsta egentliga undervisning i klari-
nettspel av Franz Tausch i Berlin. 1803 blev han inbjuden till Paris av
Jean-Francois de Bourgoing, franskt sindebud i Stockholm, och un-
der den halvirslinga vistelsen fick han undervisning i komposition av
Henri Montan Berton och Francois Gossec.

Anknytningen till militirmusiken kvarstod: 1819 utnimndes han
till ledare for militirmusiken i Linkoping, dir han sommartid ledde
musikkéren. I den tjinsten stannade han till 1836.

Som tonsittare stod klarinetten i centrum f6r hans storst upplagda
verk. Tre klarinettkonserter finns bevarade (i Ess-dur, f£moll och B-
dur), men ett forsta solistiskt verk var variationer ver Ahlstroms visa
”Goda gosse glaset tom” — framfért 1804 men utgett i reviderad form
1829 som Introduction et Air Suédois varié. Ett av hans mest uppskat-
tade verk dr Concertante for klarinett, horn, fagott och orkester, ur-
uppfort 1808. Ocksa i verk av det mindre formatet hade klarinetten en
framskjuten position, sd i tre kvartetter for klarinett, violin, viola och
cello.

Att Crusell genom Hovkapellet fick en stark relation till operakon-
sten speglas i singproduktionen, inte minst i de mojligheter till replik-
vixlingar som uppstdr dé fler in en singare medverkar. En sirstillning
intar hans singer ur Esaias Tegnérs Frithiofs saga, som fick stor sprid-
ning inte bara i Sverige, utan ocksa i utgavor pa danska och tyska. Det
var genom att bli upptagen i sillskapet Par Bricole som Crusell stimu-
lerades i sitt komponerande av vokalmusik, vilket ocksi mirks i en rad
verk f6r manskor. Singspelet Den lilla slavinnan ir en annan utlopa av
detta intresse, uppfort forsta gingen 1824 och direfter framfort bade pa
andra hall i Sverige och i Finland.

Stilistiskt ansluter Crusell till den klassicism som var framtridande
under decennierna kring ar 1800, men tidigt 6ppnar sig hans musik
ocksa for en gryende romantik (som i den andra klarinettkonserten frin
1815). Som ytterligare exempel pa hans receptivitet kan nimnas att han
ocksa dversatte tio operor till svenska. 1801 blev han ledamot av Kung].
Musikaliska akademien.

© Red. Levande musikarv

Concertante B-dur op 3

Orkester: Violin 1 och 2, viola, cello unison med kontrabas, flojt,

2 oboer, 2 horn, 2 fagotter, 2 trumpeter, pukor.

Version for bliskdr: 1ojt, 5 klarinetter, kenthorn, 2 Clarini (trumpeter),
2 horn, 2 fagotter (+ serpent), 3 tromboner (ATB), stor trumma.

En av anledningarna till att Bernhard Henrik Crusell (1775-1838) skrev
sin "Concertante pour Clarinette, Cor, et Basson principale avec accom-
paignement de Grand Orchestre” var att tre synnerligen skickliga mu-
siker trakterade dessa instrument i Kungliga Hovkapellet i Stockholm
under denna tid: Crusell sjilv pa klarinett, Johann Michael Hirschfeld
(1776-1841) pa horn och Crusells blivande svirson Frans Preumayr
(1782-1853) pa fagott. Dessa musiker var inte bara lokala berémdheter,
de var dven vilkinda ute i Europa. I Allgemeine musikalische Zeitung
kunde man 1812 lisa:

"Blésinstrumenten dr vida bittre in strikinstrumenten i allmdanbet.
Herrar Crusell, Hirschfeld och de tre broderna Preumayr dr sedan linge
beromda, och fortjgnar fullkomligt den uppmdirksambet som visas dem

av hirvarande konstkinnare... Denna Concertante hor helt visst till det
bista, som finns for dessa instrument inom denna genre. Huvudinstrumen-
ten trider bra fram, vil avvigda mot varandya, varvid vart och ett av dem
behandlas enligt sin natur och sina foretriden (endast fagotten framstir
néagot mindye glinsande), och den rika, likvil inte overlastade orkestersat-
sen dr av mycket god verkan”.

Concertante i B-dur blev Crusells mest omfattande instrumentalverk,
med en speltid pd nira 30 minuter, och den har formen av en sinfonia
concertante, det vill siga ett symfoniskt verk med flera solister. Hir
balanserar han mellan klassicism och tidig romantik. Han hade nyli-
gen atervint hem fran ett besok i Frankrike, och tagit upp stilelement
ddrifran.

Concertante framfordes forsta gingen den 2 april 1808 pa Riddarhu-
set av de vil samspelta solisterna. I forsta satsen (Allegro), som ir lingre
in de tva f6ljande tillsammans, finns en del livfulla, marschartade
inslag, men ocksd vackert kantabel musik. Den lingsamma satsen (An-
dante sostenuto) stir med sina linga melodier i skuld till motsvarande
sats i Mozarts klarinettkonsert (och Crusell var den forste som spelade
Mozarts verk sedan det kom ut i tryck). Finalen (Allegro ma non troppo)
dr en variationssats. Den kan sidgas vara ett rondo, och efter nigon mi-
nut (takt 73) kommer ett Andantino de Chérubini”, med temat himtat
fran brudkoren i Luigi Chérubinis da populira opera Les deux journées
(i Sverige mer kind under namnet Vattendragaren). Alldeles i borjan
av tredje akten sjunger byns unga flickor “Er bergerettes de ce hameau”,
eller i den 6versittning av Carl Gustaf Nordfors som anvindes vid
framforanden pé Arsenalsteatern: "Alla vi flickor, lifliga, unga i denna
ort”. Forestillningen blev mycket populir och gavs 40 ginger under
perioden 1803—-09. Crusell var sikerligen med och spelade i orkestern,
och tog melodin till sig. Temat presenteras av de tre solisterna i tur och
ordning.

Concertante ir ”dédiée 3 Monsieur le Baron Gustave d’Akerhjelm,
Colonel et Chevalier de 'ordre de 'Epée” (6verste och riddare av
Svirdsordern) och trycktes 1816. Under aren 1808-28 spelades verket
minst tolv ganger i Stockholm, och ett okint antal ganger pa konti-
nenten. Viltummade noter har hittats i flera europeiska bibliotek. Idag
finns en handfull versioner pa cd, inspelade i Sverige, England och
USA.

For att sikra en inkomst 4dven nir Hovkapellet hade sommarferier
verkade Crusell frin 1818 under tre sommarménader arligen fram till
1837 som "Directeur for biagge Lif-Grenadiers Regementernas Musik-
Corpser” i Linkdping. Han mirkte ett stort behov av vilkinda verk
och det férde med sig att han arrangerade en hel del musik, egen och
andras, for blasarkar, diribland 4ven denna Concertante, som enligt
bevarade killor framférdes i Linkoping dtminstone 1829 och 1836.

© Stig Jacobsson, Levande musikarv



Bernhard Crusell

”The name of Bernhard Crusell (1775-1838) remains firmly linked
with the clarinet. There is nothing surprising about this: Crusell was
one of the outstanding clarinettists of his time, composing many vir-
tuoso pieces for the instrument which were distributed by a number of
foreign publishers. At the same time, he was one of the first exponents
of the Swedish art song (romans), and one of his most popular works
was the comic opera, Den lilla slavinnan (The Little Slavegirl).

Crusell was born in Nystad in Finland, then a part of Sweden. His
childhood was sufficiently poor (his father was a book-binder) that he
was unable to attend school. However, he managed to learn the clarinet
by taking lessons with a military musician from the Nylund regiment,
and at twelve he signed up for voluntary service as a musician, stationed
in Sveaborg outside Helsinki. His career as a military musician took
him to Stockholm in 1791, where two years later he became clarinettist
in the Kungliga Hovkapellet (the Royal Court Orchestra) — a position
he held until 1833. Georg Joseph Vogler, then director of the Hovkapel-
let, provided Crusell with tuition in composition.

Two foreign journeys gained a particular importance for Crusell’s
musical development. In 1798 he received his first real tuition on the
clarinet from Franz Tausch in Berlin. In 1803 he was invited to Paris
by Jean-Francois de Bourgoing, a French emissary to Stockholm, and
under a six-month stay in the French capital he received composition
tuition from Henri Montan Berton and Francois Gossec.

In the meantime, Crusell’s musical military connections remained.
In 1819 he was appointed director of military music in Linkdping. He
led the regimental band during the summer months and remained in
the post until 1836.

The clarinet occupied a central position for most of his main com-
positions, including three extant clarinet concertos (in E-flat major, F
minor and B-flat major). His first piece for clarinet solo, however, was
a set of variations on Ahlstrém’s song ‘Goda gosse glaset tom’ (‘Good
lad, drain your glass’) — performed first in 1804 and later published
in revised form in 1829 as Introduction et Air Suédois varié. One of his
most successful pieces is the Concertante for clarinet, horn, bassoon,
and orchestra, given its premiere in 1808. He also had much success
with smaller format works for clarinet, such as three quartets for clari-
net, violin, viola and cello.

Through the Hovkapellet Crusell formed a strong stylistic connec-
tion to opera, which is reflected in his song compositions, not the least
in the songs in two or more parts where the composer makes much of
the opportunity for dialogue between voices. A special position among
his songs is occupied by the settings from Esaias Tegnér’s Frithiofs saga,
which was widely circulated not merely in Sweden but also through
published scored in Danish and German. Through his membership of
the Par Bricole society, Crusell received a new aesthetic impetus in his
composition of vocal music, a quality which can also be observed in a
number of works for male chorus. The comic opera Den lilla slavinnan
is another expression of this. The piece received its premiere in Stock-
holm in 1824. Further performances followed both elsewhere in Swe-
den and in Finland.

Crusell’s music is connected to the classical style which predomi-
nated during the decades surrounding 1800. From early on, however,
he was also receptive to a nascent romanticism (heard for example in
the second clarinet concerto of 1815). His general artistic flexibility is
also attested to by the fact that he translated ten operas into Swedish.
In 1801 he became a member of the Kungliga Musikaliska akademien
(Royal Academy of Music).

© Swedish Musical Heritage Editors
Trans. Guy Dammann

Concertante in B-flat major, Op.3

Orchestra: Violin 1 and 2, viola, cello unison with double bass, flute, 2
oboes, 2 horns, 2 bassoons, 2 trumpets, timpani.

Version for wind instruments: flute, 5 clarinets, kenthorn, 2 clarini (trum-
pets), 2 horns, 2 bassoons (plus serpent), 3 trombones (ATB), large drum.

One of the reasons that Bernhard Henrik Crusell (1775 - 1838) wrote
his ‘Concertante pour Clarinette, Cor, et Basson principale avec accom-
paignement de Grand Orchestre’ was that, at the time, three extremely
masterful musicians played these instruments in the Kungliga Hovkapel-
let (Royal Court Orchestra) in Stockholm: Crusell himself on clarinet,
Johann Michael Hirschfeld (1776 - 1841) on horn and Crusell’s future
son-in-law, Frans Preumayr (1782 - 1853) on bassoon. These musicians
were not only local celebrities, but were also well-known in the rest of Eu-
rope. In the periodical Allgemeine musikalische Zeitung in 1812 one could
read: “The wind instruments were generally far better than the string
instruments. Mr. Crusell, Mr. Hirschfeld and the three Preumayr brot-
hers have long been famous, and they fully deserve the attention given to
them by art connoisseurs. . .this concerto is certainly the best that exists
for these instruments within this genre. The main instruments perform
well, nicely balanced against each other, each of them being treated accor-
ding to its nature and preferences (only the bassoon shines a bit less), and
the rich, but not overdone orchestral movement is very effective.’

The Concertante in B-flat major became Crusell’s most extensive in-
strumental work, with a playing time of thirty minutes, and the form of
a sinfonia concertante — in other words, a symphonic work with several
soloists. Here, he balances between classicism and early romanticism.

He had recently returned home from a visit to France and used stylistic
elements from there.

The concertante was first performed on April 2, 1808 at Riddarhuset
(the House of Nobility) by the soloists who played so well together. In the
first movement (Allegro), which is longer than the following two put to-
gether, there is a good deal of lively, march-like elements, but also beauti-
tul cantabile music. The slow movement, (Andante sostenuto), owes its long
melodies to the corresponding movement in Mozart’s clarinet concerto
(and Crusell was the first to play Mozart’s work when it was given out in
print). The finale (Allegro ma non troppo) is a movement of variations. It
could be called a rondo, and Andantino de Chérubini’ comes after several
minutes in measure seventy-three, with the theme taken from the bri-
dal chorus in Luigi Chérubini’s popular opera Les deux journées (better
known in Sweden as Vattendragaren). At the very beginning of the third
act, the village’s young girls sing ‘Et bergerettes de ce hameau’, or in the
translation by Carl Gustaf Nordfors that was used in performances at the
Arsenalsteatern, ‘Alla vi flickor, lifliga, unga i denna ort.” The production
became very popular and was performed forty times between 1803 and
1809. Crusell certainly played it in the orchestra and took the melody to
heart. The theme is presented by the three soloists each in turn.

The concertante is ‘dédiée & Monsieur le Baron Gustave d’Akerhjelm,
Colonel et Chevalier de I'ordre de 'Epée’ (dedicated to Baron Gustave
d’Akerhjelm, Colonel and Knight of the Order of the Sword) and was
published in 1816. From 1808 until 1828, the work was played at least
twelve times in Stockholm, and an unknown number of times on the
European continent. Well-thumbed scores have been found in several
European libraries. Today there are a handful of versions found on Com-
pact Disc, recorded in Sweden, England and the USA.

In order to secure a steady income even when the Kungliga Hovka-
pellet had summer holidays, Crusell worked during the three summer
months, from 1818 to 1837, as ‘Directeur for bigge Lif-Grenadiers
Regementernas Musik-Corpser’ (Director for both of the Life Regiment
Grenadiers’ music corps) in Linkoping. He noticed a great need for well-
known works which meant that he arranged a good deal of music, both
his own and others’, for wind band, including this concertante, which,
according to preserved sources, was performed in Linkoping at least

from 1829 until 1836.

© Stig Jacobsson Levande musikarv. Trans. Jill Ann Johnson



Killkommentar

Manuskript

A. Musik- och Teaterbiblioteket, Stockholm, Kungliga Forsta livgrenad-
jarregementets arkiv. Kom-plett stimmaterial utfort av kopist, omfat-
tande XX stimmor. Samtliga stimmor har titelhuvud: "Concertante No
22 af B. Crusell/[instrumentnamn]”

Stimuppsittning:

Clarinetto 1mo in B.

Clarinetto 2do in B.

Clarinetto 30 in B.

Clarino I1mo in B.

Clarino 2do in B.

Clarinetto in B. Solo.

Fagotto Solo.

Corno in Es. Solo.

Flauto in [Ess] originalet har ”in F”, men stimman ir noterad i Ess.
Clarinetto 1mo in Es.

Clarinetto 2do in Es.

Kenthorn.

Corni in B.Basso. Stimman innehiller tvd hornstimmor.
Corno 1mo in Es.

Corno 2do in B.

Fagotto 1mo.

Fagotto 2do. Serpent. Stimman innehéller bida instrumentstimmorna.
Trombone Alto.

Trombone Tenore

Trombone Basso

Tambour Grande

Kommentar

Stimmaterialet 4r i gott skick; innehaller ett fatal korrigeringar, troligen
utférda i samband med framférande.”Clarinetto 1mo in B.” forefal-

ler vara kapellmistarstimma da detaljerade anvisningar om dynamik,
artikulation, frasering etc ar noterade hir. Stimman har ocksa utgjort
primirkilla for ut-gavan i dess hinseenden.
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